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calm Bagehot apparently possessed. He never
seemed to mind being interrupted at work. When-
ever any member of the family was faced with a
problem, her first thought was to seek out Walter
in his study, who always had plenty of time for
gentle and kindly consultation. He radiated order
and good sense, and though he showed, even in the
bosom of his family, an elaborate and gentlemanly
respect for the privacy and dignity of others, im-
portant business, domestic arrangements, and mar-
riage settlements somehow fell of themselves into
his hands. A review of his activities reveals another
important trait. He was as tenacious of old
interests as he was receptive to new ones. A true
conservative of his own past, he loved old ideas,
old localities, old friends. His friendship with
Hutton was as enduring as his adherence to Aris-
totelian principles, his connection with Langport
in the midst of London life as certain as his enjoy-
ment of literature in the midst of political and
economic study. But equally characteristic was
the fresh interest which, late in life, he evinced for
new studies, such as for geology and biological
science; and Mrs. Barrington informs us that
shortly before his death he began even to feel some
curiosity regarding music, which he had always
disliked. For such a man, to grow older is to
grow broader.
Bagehot did not long enjoy the fullness of his
powers. In 1867, at the age of forty-two, he
suffered a serious illness, a variety of " internal
inflammation," from the effects of which he never
entirely recovered.21 Soon after, he was obliged
to find an assistant editor for The Economist, and